240               ONE THOUSAND  FAMOUS  THINGS
Abraham Lincoln Finds Himself Famous
In his struggling days as a lawyer Abraham Lincoln leaped into instant
fame by a cross-examination which convicted a murderer.    This is it
T INCOLN: You were with the murdered man just before, and
JU saw the shooting ?
Witness: Yes.
You stood near the two men ?
Yes.
Was it in the open field ?
No ; in the timber.
What kind of timber ?
Beech timber.
The leaves of beech are rather thick in autumn ?
Rather.
You could see the prisoner shoot ?
Yes.
How near did this happen to the meeting-place ?
Three-quarters of a mile away.
Where were the lights ?
Up by the minister's stand.
That was three-quarters of a mile away ?
I have already said so.
Was there a candle where the prisoner was standing ?
No.    What would he want a candle for ?
Then how did you see the shooting ?
By moonlight.
You saw this shooting, at ten o'clock at night, in beech
timber, three-quarters of a mile away from the lights ?    Saw
the man point the pistol and fire ?    Saw it all by moonlight ?
Yes, I have already said so.
Then the young lawyer slowly drew from his pocket an
almanac, and showed that on the night of the crime the moon was
not visible.
His Monument a People Free
His grave a nation's heart shall be,
His monument a people free.
Caroline Atherton Mason on Lincoln
In Brief
HHHE world is my country : to do good is my religion.
1                                                    Thomas Paine